
On  July 12, 1868

t h e P r e s b y t e r y o f 
Bloomington granted 12 hardy 
Presbyterians  from Philo 
permission to charter a new 
church.  The Reverend 
Thomas  M. Chestnut led 
worship in the town’s  school 
house for four years, until the 

church facility 
was built in 
1872, which 
b r o u g h t t o 
t h r e e t h e 
n u m b e r o f 
ch u rch e s i n 

town.  The Rand-McNally 
County Directory of 1871 
describes the surrounding 
environment: 

The town contains one fine 
school house, two churches, 

one mill, eight stores, three 
blacksmith shops, two hotels, 
two grain dealers, with 
warehouses, one lumber 
yard; and all the citizens 
are energetic, go-ahead, 
thriving people.

The energetic Presbyterians  
built a manse for their 
pastor in 1885, and 
extensively remodeled the 
church house in 1907, 
bringing it to the shape and 
size we know today.  
Fellowship Hall was added in 
1950 and added onto in 1965 
and 2000.  Fellowship Hall and 
the Sanctuary are now 
accessible to folks with limited 
mobility via a lift inside the 
south entrance.

Philo has been blessed with 
several home-grown church 
musicians, from Edith Burr 

(Dorothy’s mother-in-law)  to 
Don Rice’s mother, Alda Rice, 
and more recently Carol Erb 
and Betty Rice.   The pump 
organ has given way to an 
electric organ and increased 
use of  the piano over the years.  
For more Philo “moments” see 
page 5 
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For 145 years, 
Philo Presbyterian 
has been part of  
this community and 
part of  the 
Presbyterian Church 
in the USA

The current manse, 
designed by Ken Asklund, 
was built in 1960 and first occupied by Dr. A.D. Smith, who served the church from 

1957-1968.



Kid and Youth News from 
PhiloPres’ next generation

 A “stained glass window” of  creation images, framed by the young artists 
learning about God’s sacred gift of  water at Wonderful Wednesdays.

friends & 
family
Elder Pete Freidemann

joined the Church Triumphant 
on June 10.  Pete’s  family and 
friends  gave thanks  for his life and 
resurrection at a service June 15.  
Please keep Linda, Christian and 
Collin in your prayers.

In and Out of the Hospital/
Surgery

Ken Asklund, Bob Kramer, 
Andrea Silver and Adam Talbott 
have all been in and out of the 
hospital and are recovering their 
strength at home. 

Barb Silver gets  a new knew in 
July.  

In addition, Barb Burlew suffered 
a broken ankle that is  also healing 
well. 

Summer Switches 

 David Buchner has joined 
Marian and son Derek in Seattle 
as he begins a sabbatical.

New Baby Congratulations!

Tom, Erin and Julianna Favot 
welcomed the newest member of 
the PhiloPres  family  -  Madelyn 
Rose (above)  - on June 14. 
(Happy Father’s Day, Tom!)

And Chad and Jo rdan 
Greybeal welcomed a son, 
Michael, on May 7, just in time 
for Mother’s Day!

Betty Ostendorf

Melody Ostendorf called to 
report that her mother, Betty has 
passed away in Texas.  A 
memorial service will be held at 
PhiloPres at a later date.

Wednesday Progams

Wonderful Wednesdays 
are all about God’s Blue 
Planet.  We’re studying Bible 
stories about water, doing art 
projects and playing fun 
water games  and lots of 
k i c k b a l l .  1 6 k i d s 
participated the first session, 
13  returned for session #2.  

Adult leaders are Teri 
Patton, Jeff Lauchner, Terry 
Pratt and Pastor Cindy. 

PTYG Mission Trip 
The Senior Highs are going 
to Chicago to help out with 
urban ministries July 3.  Our 

c o n g r e g a t i o n w i l l b e 
represented by Kaitlyn 
Lauchner.  

Sponsors Susie Fisher 
and Pastor Kerry Bean, 
from Tolono will lead the 

delegation. 

Jr. High Cook Out

The cloudy skies spooked 
us on the Longest Night of 
the Year and we canceled 
the cook out.  (oh well!)

But we had fun and hot 
dogs together on June 26th 
in PresbyPark.  The older 
kids gave advice to those 
entering  Jr. High next fall. 



It Takes a Village Garden

The garden has taken shape with 
lots of  work from members and 
friends. New member Nathan 
Woodward and his friend Dylan put 
their backs into moving soil for us!

You asked for it!

Survey responses  indicated 
that congregation members 
long for opportunities to get to 
know one another and spend 
time together outside of 
church.  

I n r e s p o n s e , y o u r 
Fellowship Team and Growing 
Relationships  Task Force is 
organizing Dinners for Eight 
events.  The first “round” will 
begin this summer.  

Dinners  for Eight is  a short 
term commitment to attend 
t h r e e e v e n t s h o s t e d i n 
member’s  homes.  Groups will 
be assigned (by lot?  we haven’t 
decided yet) and after the first 
“round” participants can re-up 
or drop out, depending on 
schedules and preferences.  

Please let Pastor Cindy or 
Barbara Bulew know if you’d 
like to be in on this 1st round!  

Fresh Local Food  Here’s 
a fun fact:  In conventional 
farming, 90% of energy goes 
to transportation, processing 
and packaging of food.  Only 
10% is  used to produce the 
food.  Local community 
gardens  reverse those numbers.  
90% of the energy used 
actually goes to the food itself.  

L o c a l Fo o d Pa n t r y 
Partnership     Lettuce, salad 
greens and radishes from the 

garden, as  well as produce 
from our Sola Gratia CSA 
share is being shared with 
hungry families through The 
Tolono Food Pantry at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church.

I t Ta ke s a Vi l l a ge 
Garden is  part of the PCUSA 
S y n o d ’ s  p r o j e c t c a l l e d 
Just.Good.Food.  Check out 
their website at just-good-
food.org.  

Deacons and Session and 
Trustees

Dinners for Eight

Session met in June and continued to work on the Manual of  
Operations for Philo Presbyterian Church. As part of  that 
process, they adopted a comprehensive a comprehensive 
Sexual Abuse Prevention and Response Policy.  (Huge thanks 
to Clerk Jim Evans who studied and excerpted the best parts of 
other churches’ policies.
In other business, they approved the establishment of  a 
checking account for “It Takes a Village Garden” at Philo 
Exchange Bank.  Barbara Burlew will handle that account.  
Session meetings for the remainder of  the year were scheduled.  
The next one will be August 5th at 6:30 p.m.  
Assistant Clerk Betty Lauchner recorded the minutes of  the 
meeting.

Deacons have made gifts in Philo Presbyterians name to 
Salt and Light, Crisis Nursery, Restoration Urban Ministries 
and Empty Tomb.  
In addition, theyapproved a donation so that Adam Talbott 
could attend Diabetes Camp.  
They also reported on their visits to sick and shut in members, 
and asked the Pastor to mail newsletters to those who do not 
have access to email and to order new sets of  the books 
“Journey Through Grief ” from Stephen Ministries. 

Trustee A.J. Bailey repaired the sanctuary ceiling fan.



July/August 2013 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Deacon Meeting

2 3
Wonderful 
Wednesday

4
Happy 
Independence Day!

5 6

7
worship & 
communion

8 9 10
Wonderful 
Wednesday

11
General Council

12
Family Fun Night
movies in the park

13

14
worship & 
anniversary 
reception

15 16 17
Wonderful 
Wednesday

18 19 20

21
worship
Parkview worship

22 23 24
Wonderful 
Wednesday

25 26 27

28
worship

29 30 31 1 2 3

4
worship & 
communion
softball practice

5
Session Meeting

6 7 8 9 10

11
worship
softball practice

12 13 14 15 16 17

18
worship in 
PresbyPark
softball practice

19 20 21 22
Presbytery Meeting 
at Camp Carew

23 24

25
worship
softball practice

26 27 28 29 30 31



Moments and Memories 
from our First 145 Years

A plate from 1968s centennial

Breaking forth in new life

Pledges for the first building

Rev. Breen’s Farewell 

When World War II began, 
Philo Presbyterian’s  minister, 
the Rev. Breen, enlisted in the 
military, determined to make 
his sacrifice for the cause of 
freedom.  His  last Sunday in 
the pulpit he delivered his 
sermon in full dress  uniform, 
w h i c h m a d e q u i t e a n 
impression on the youngsters 
of the congregation. - shared 
by Don Rice  

Stained Glass Story 

Ever wonder why our stained 
glass windows are blue, gold, 
green and brown?  These are 
colors of the earth, crops and 
s k y.  T h ey re fl e c t t h e 
agricultural background of our 
congregation.  The figures  at 
the bottom of each window  
represent a shoot breaking 

through the rich soil and 
growing toward the sun.  The 
artist’s  design reminds us  that 
we are part of God’s New 
Creation though Christ our 
Lord. 

The First Pledges:

“ W e t h e u n d e r s i g n e d 
promise to pay the sums attached 
to our names for the purpose of 
buying the old school house in the 
village of Philo for use as a house 
of worship for the Presbyterian 
church.  One half to be paid by 
the first of June 1969.   The house 
can be had for the sum of three 
hundred and fifty dollars.  The 
last half paid by the 1st of Sept. 
1969.”

Framed and hanging on 
the east wall of Fellowship 
Hall.

Clean-Up 
Projects!

Thanks to Jan Siders, Jeanne 
Martin, Tim Hartin, AJ Bailey 
and Mylissa Meeker for crossing 
several projects off  our “Honey-Do” 
list!

We are blessed with a beautiful church facility, and grounds that are well 
used by the congregation and the community.  The landscaping responds so 
well  to loving attention!  There are several smallish jobs that will make our 

corner of God’s Kingdom just that much nicer:

PresbyPark

Around the garage
Weeding and adding more hostas (Pastor Cindy has plenty!) to spruce it up.

The Fence
Pickets need to be replaced.  A friend in the community may donate the pickets.  
Ask before you get started!

South Door

Interior Painting
The stairwell walls (to the basement and up past the lift) would benefit from a 
fresh coat of a nice, semi-gloss paint.  

A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board, please let us know how 
and when YOU can help! 


